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K9 UNIT AT THE GAINESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

▪History
▪Current team
▪Uses today
▪De-escalation



K9 UNIT INITIAL AND MONTHLY TRAINING

▪ Well over the minimum 
initial training of 480 hours, 
as required by FDLE, GPD has 
been closer to 600 hours.

▪ Well over the monthly 
mandatory minimum of 16 
hours of, “maintenance 
training” set by case law in 
Kerr vs. West Palm Beach.



K9 UNIT SAVING LIVES AND SACRIFICES



K9 UNIT USE BEYOND PATROL

 Community Engagement

 Missing Persons



 Pursue
 Surrender
 Capture
 

K-9 PATROL USES
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TRACKS AND APPREHENSIONS

 During tracks
 Building Search
 Case Law
 

 Unknown location tracking
 Article searches for evidence
 



 Implemented all of “V2 Global’s” recommendations after review

 Chief Lonnie Scott and Command Staff notified of every injury

 Dogs will not be utilized for “crowd control”

 Violent Misdemeanors and Felonies

▪ Utilized when there is a possibility of physical harm to a victim

K-9 POLICY UPDATES



 Locating 
Narcotics/Guns

 Locating missing 
persons

 Officer Safety

 Locating violent 
suspects who threaten 
Public Safety

 Assist in de-escalation

K-9 BENEFITS IN REVIEW



GAINESVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

TESTIMONIALS
POLICE K-9S 
SAVES LIVES



RETIRED GPD SERGEANT 
MIKE PRUITT



GAINESVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE 
STATISTICS 

2020 - PRESENT



 All Response to Resistance Techniques utilized are approved by three levels of supervision and 
sent to Internal affairs.

 Any officer that has 5 Response to Resistance Techniques employed during a 12 month period 
an Early Warning Notification is received by our Internal Affairs Commander.

▪ All the incidents are reviewed again and a report is completed with the findings.

GPD RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE REVIEW



GPD RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE STATISTICS 2020-2022
CANINE DATA INCLUDED

Year GPD Calls for 
Service

Total 
Response to 
Resistance 
Techniques

% of Response to 
Resistance utilized

2019 92,762 64 0.07%

2020 89,124 43 0.05%

2021 93,285 65 0.07%

2022 94,185 69 0.07%



TYPES OF RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE TECHNIQUES UTILIZED 
2019-2021
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BITE RATIOS – COMPARISONS WITH OTHER AGENCIES 
2020 TO 2022
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PROACTIVE AND REACTIVE RESPONSES BY K-9 
RESULTING IN A BITE 2019-2022

Proactive: The K-9 handler himself/herself initiated the event. (1.96%)

Reactive-External: The K-9 handler responded to the scene at the behest of a member of the public or another agency 
making GPD aware of an incident. (64.70%)

Internal Request: The K-9 handler responded to the scene at the behest of a member of GPD who initiated an incident 
(traffic stop, wanted person, etc.).  (37.25%)

Year Proactive Reactive (Citizen 
Request)

Internal Request Total K-9 Bites

2019 0 8 4 12

2020 0 8 4 12

2021 0 6 6 12

2022 1 9 5 15



Types of criminal offenses tracked by K-9 

from 2019-2022* 

 Felony Warrants 

 Burglary – Residential, Business, Conveyance 

 Robbery

 Aggravated Stalking

 Aggravated Domestic Battery

 Armed Carjacking

 Aggravated Assault

 Aggravated Battery

 Possession of a Firearm

 Aggravated Fleeing and Attempting to Elude

 Loitering and Prowling

Without a K9 unit, what are the possible 

implications:

 From 2019-2022,  The K-9 unit assisted in 

apprehending 598 individuals responsible for crimes.

 Community safety at risk.

 Officer Safety at risk.

 Potential for Responses to Resistance to increase 
without K-9 unit.

HOW OUR K-9 UNIT KEEPS THE COMMUNITY SAFE

* List is not completely exhaustive.
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